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Organ donation is a rare event. Few people 
can become an organ donor when they die. 
To be an organ donor, a person must die in a 
hospital’s intensive care unit (ICU) or emergency 
department (ED) and be medically suitable to 
donate organs for transplantation.

 ⊲ Organ donation can only occur when someone dies in 
a hospital as organs need to be functioning well to be 
considered for transplantation. 

 ⊲ The final decision on medical suitability is made by the 
medical team at the time of donation and is influenced 
by the need of the potential transplant recipients. If a 
recipient is in need of an urgent organ then they may 
accept any organ on offer.

 ⊲ There are currently around 1,850 Australians waitlisted 
for a transplant and more than 13,000 additional 
people are on dialysis – some of whom may need a 
kidney transplant.

Figure 6 / Australia’s potential deceased organ donor population and transplantation outcomes
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Of the 655 consented donors,  
421 became donors – 234 did not 

become donors mainly due to  
medical and logistical reasons.

In 2021, around  
1,250 people died in 

a way where organ 
donation could be 

considered. 

Around 80,000 people die in 
Australian hospitals each year 
but only around 2% of them 
can be considered for organ 
donation.

In Australia the family 
is always asked to 
consent to donation. 
Requests to families for 
donation were made in 
1,170 cases, with 655 
families saying ‘yes’.

~ 1,250 
potential organ donors4


